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Overview of presentationOverview of presentation

�� The The renewedrenewed strategystrategy

�� The main challenges The main challenges aheadahead

�� Progress : Progress : GrowthGrowth and jobsand jobs

�� Progress : National Progress : National policiespolicies

�� ConclusionsConclusions
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The renewed strategyThe renewed strategy

�� RefocusRefocus on on growthgrowth and and employmentemployment

�� IntegratedIntegrated guidelinesguidelines

�� CommunityCommunity LisbonLisbon Action Programme and  Action Programme and  

CohesionCohesion PolicyPolicy

�� National National ReformReform ProgrammesProgrammes
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Challenges (1)Challenges (1)

Differences in the EUDifferences in the EU--2727

GDP per capita (2006)
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Challenges (2)Challenges (2)

Ageing: productivity increases Ageing: productivity increases 

essential for growthessential for growth

EU15
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Challenges (3) Challenges (3) 

GlobalisationGlobalisation

Globalisation, a challenge and an Globalisation, a challenge and an opportunityopportunity

�� rapidrapid change in technologies and change in technologies and skillsskills

�� fiercefierce competitioncompetition fromfrom global global playersplayers includingincluding

emergingemerging economieseconomies

�� but but alsoalso large new large new marketsmarkets and and lowerlower import import pricesprices
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Progress on growth and jobs (1)Progress on growth and jobs (1)

Convergence on GDP per capitaConvergence on GDP per capita

Dispersion of GDP per capita in EU27
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Progress on growth and jobs (2)Progress on growth and jobs (2)

Robust employment creationRobust employment creation

Dispersion of unemployment rates in the EU27

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

7.2

7.4

7.6

7.8

8

8.2

8.4

8.6

8.8

9

9.2

coeff icient of variation

EU27 unemployment rate
(right axis)

Dispersion of employment rates in the EU27

9

10

11

12

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

63

63.5

64

64.5

65

65.5

66

coefficient of variation

EU27 employment rate
(right axis)



1010

Progress. National policies (1)Progress. National policies (1)

Reforms of social systemsReforms of social systems

�� Pension systemsPension systems
–– Since 2001, FR, DE, ES IT, NL, AT, PT, FI introduced Since 2001, FR, DE, ES IT, NL, AT, PT, FI introduced 
reforms to public pension systemsreforms to public pension systems

–– In 2006: PT, DE, NLIn 2006: PT, DE, NL

–– Announcements: IE, EL, FR, IT, LUAnnouncements: IE, EL, FR, IT, LU

�� Early retirementEarly retirement
–– in BE,DE, ES, IT, LU, NL AT, PT, FIin BE,DE, ES, IT, LU, NL AT, PT, FI..

�� Health careHealth care
–– BE, DE, EL, FR, IT, NL, PTBE, DE, EL, FR, IT, NL, PT

�� Social protectionSocial protection
–– BE, DE, FR, NLBE, DE, FR, NL
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Progress. National policies (2)Progress. National policies (2)

Increasing employment of older Increasing employment of older 

workersworkers

Employment rates of older workers
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Progress. National policies (3) Progress. National policies (3) 

Fostering knowledgeFostering knowledge--based economy based economy 

high on the agendahigh on the agenda

�� Financial incentives for R&D. Financial incentives for R&D. 
–– Targeted tax incentives : AT, BE, FR, IE, IT, PTTargeted tax incentives : AT, BE, FR, IE, IT, PT

–– Specific tax credits for private R&D expenditures: Specific tax credits for private R&D expenditures: 
FR, ES, EL, IE, ITFR, ES, EL, IE, IT

–– Improving the links between research and Improving the links between research and 
business: BE, DE, EL, ES, FR, IT, LU, NL, AT, FIbusiness: BE, DE, EL, ES, FR, IT, LU, NL, AT, FI

�� Investment in human capital: all MSInvestment in human capital: all MS

�� Diffusion of ICT: broadband infrastructure all MSDiffusion of ICT: broadband infrastructure all MS

�� Support for young and small enterprises, all MS.Support for young and small enterprises, all MS.
–– facilitating access to risk capitalfacilitating access to risk capital

–– reducing the bureaucratic and legal obstacles for reducing the bureaucratic and legal obstacles for 
settingsetting--up new firms (oneup new firms (one--stop shops, simplifying stop shops, simplifying 
accounting rules and reporting burden).accounting rules and reporting burden).
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Progress. National policies (4)Progress. National policies (4)
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Conclusions (1)Conclusions (1)

�� Progress has been made, Progress has been made, especiallyespecially on on 
employmentemployment

�� Structural Structural reformsreforms do do paypay off and more off and more reformsreforms
are in the pipelineare in the pipeline

�� The positive The positive outlookoutlook for the EU for the EU economyeconomy bringsbrings
a a windowwindow of of opportunityopportunity

HOWEVERHOWEVER
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Conclusions (2)Conclusions (2)

�� Challenges are Challenges are bigbig but but manageablemanageable

�� ReformReform efforts are efforts are veryvery unevenuneven

�� MacroeconomicMacroeconomic stabilitystability needsneeds to to bebe

maintainedmaintained

WE NEED TO SPEED UP AND WE NEED TO SPEED UP AND 

IMPLEMENT THE REFORMSIMPLEMENT THE REFORMS


