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Training seminars on Financial Management of INTERREG programmes

	1)
	22-23 January 2007, Brussels

	2)
	25-26 January 2007, Brussels


Invitation

Dear Colleague,

I am writing to invite staff from your programme to one of the above events and to ask you to register if you are interested in attending. 

Aims

This is a repeat of a number of 2-day intensive training seminars organised by the INTERACT Point Qualification and Transfer across Europe. It will provide an overview of all the important financial procedures required in the management of INTERREG programmes. Content will start from the basic requirements outlined in the regulations and look at how programmes have developed workable systems based on these and the common problems they have encountered. The seminar will therefore provide a good introduction to the key points of financial management in INTERREG and allow more experienced participants the chance to gain an overview of practices across the three strands.    

The seminar takes as its starting point the view that INTERREG financial requirements can be used to promote quality and efficiency and thereby maximise the use of ERDF. The seminar follows the entire programme and project financial lifecycle with start up, running and closure. The content also builds on extensive interviews and analysis of documents from a range of programmes, projects, control bodies and other financial actors. The focus is on what works in experience and good practice. Presentations and case studies allow participants to explore the issues faced in INTERREG, learn about common problems and get ideas of proposed solutions and methods. 

The new regulations for the 2007 – 2013 funding period set up a number of changes and challenges that future programmes and projects will face. The seminar material has been tailored accordingly so that the most important changes influencing financial management and control systems are discussed. 

There will also be time for discussion and questions.   

Location

Both seminars will take place in the Brussels office of Fundacion Comunidad Valenciana Region Europea, Rue de la Loi, 227 4th floor, 1040 Brussels, Belgium. For both seminars a group reservation has been made at the Hotel Chelton, 48 rue Véronese, B - 1000 Brussels, and the price 115 Euro for a single room has been negotiated. In order to secure accommodation at this hotel, participants will need to make their own room reservation by 20 December 2006. Room reservation after this date cannot be guaranteed and will depend on the hotel availability. If you wish to be accommodated at this hotel please let us know and we will send you the hotel registration form.

Participants – Limited numbers 

All staff working with financial management in INTERREG are invited to attend but only 16 participants will be accepted in order to ensure the quality of the event. Places will be allocated to the first 16 participants to submit a registration form. 

Facilitators and content

The workshops will be run by the INTERACT Point Qualification and Transfer assisted by the consultant who has assisted with development of the course material. Please see the attached agenda for more information.

Language

This event will run in English only. If language prevents relevant staff from participating, please contact INTERACT Point Qualification and Transfer and we will arrange similar events in another language if there is sufficient demand.

Costs

The seminar is free but all participants must pay their own travel and accommodation costs. 

How to register

Please fill in the attached registration form and return it as soon as possible to Guillaume Terrien guillaume.terrien@interact-eu.net. Please mark your mail ‘Financial Training Registration’. You will receive confirmation within one week. The registration form also includes space for you to highlight any issues that you would particularly like the trainers to focus on.
Questions?

If you want to know more about the event or the places available, please contact Katarzyna Pelc at INTERACT Point Qualification and Transfer on +45 8727 1088 or at:            katarzyna.pelc@interact-eu.net 

We hope to see you at the seminar!

INTERACT Point Qualification and Transfer

